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federation is in the air. Whether with you it has gone
as far, it is for you to say, and it is also for you to
consider whether we can give any practical application to
the principle. It may well be that the time is hardly
ripe for anything definite in this regard. It is quite true
that our own constitutions have all been the subject of very
slow growth and that they are all the stronger because they
have been gradually consolidated, and so perhaps with
Imperial Federation ; if it is ever to be accomplished, it
will be only after the lapse o£ a considerable time and only
by gradual steps/'* He had suggested, the creation of a
great council o£ the Empire to which the Dominions might
send their representatives^ Much water has since then
flowed down the Thames, for when in the Imperial Con-
ference of 1911 Sir Joseph Ward, the premier of New
Zealand, moved a resolution for the creation of an Imperial
Council vested with the powers of legislating on all matters
common to the Empire the resolution met with unanimous
opposition from the premiers of all other dominions and also
from the president of the Conference, Mr. Asquith, the
British Premier. Speaking of the Empire, Sir Joseph
Ward remarked : " It is a family group of free nations,
England is the first among the free nations, and, conse-
quently, changes during the last three-quarters of a century,
in my opinion, demand that the old relation of ' mother to
infants ; should cease. The day for partnership in true
Imperial affairs has arrived	".J    The resolution was
opposed by General Botha, the Premier of South Africa, on
some grounds and by Mr. Asquith on quite different
grounds. The difference o£ views enunciated by these two
statesmen clearly shows that neither party was willing to
* Keith, * Speeches and Documents on Colonial Policy' Vol. 11. pp, 221
f Ibid. p. 212.
J Keith.   ' Speeches and   Documents on Colonial  Policy,' Vol. II,
p. 251.

